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FOR ASST SEC GREEN FROM CHARGE 

• * * 

SUB J: FOLLOW-UP ON PRESIDENT’S TALKS WITH SUHARTO 
REF? STATE 87970 ' 

!• INDONESIAN VIEWS ON CAMBODIA HOST ENCOURAGING AND 
LONGER RANGE VISION OF INDONESIAN ROLE IN DEFENSE OF 
• AREA IS VERY HEARTENING,, ESPCIALLY IN LIGHT SUHARTO'S 
CONTINUING EMPHASIS ON ECONOMIC PRIORITIES. 

2. IN ADDITION TO IMMEDIATE PLANS FOR GOI TRAINING OF 
CAMBODIA TROOPS, BELIEVE GREATEST CONTRIBUTION INDO- 
NESIANS COULD MAKE WOULD BE CONVERSION OF BANDUNG MUNI- 
TIONS FACTORY FOR MANUFACTURE AK-47 .MEMO. IF CONVERSION 
PROVES FEASIBLE, THIS WOULD BE GOOD SOURCE OF AMMO FOR 
CAMBODIA AND ALSO INDONESIA. 

3. LESS CLEAR IS EQUIPMENT FOR TEN CAMBODIAN BATTALIONS 
WHICH I ASSUME WOULD BE BASICALLY AK-47 WEAPONS.. IF SO, 
IT IS HARD TO SEE HOW THIS COULD BE DONE COVERTLY AND 
EVEN MORE DIFFICULT TO KEEP OUR REPLACEMENT SECRET. 
ADDITIONAL AND PERHAPS SERIOUSLY COMPLICATING FACTOR 

IS THAT AK-47S PROVIDED BY SOVIETS TO INDONESIA, PRE- 
SUMABLY UNDER SIMILAR TYPE OF RESTRICTIONS WE HAVE 
CONCERNING TRANSFER TO THIRD COUNTRIES. PUBLIC KNOW- 
LEDGE OF SUCH ASSISTANCE TO CAMBODIA BY GOI, THEREFORE, 
LIKELY Tp HAVE REPERCUSSIONS WHICH MIGHT DAMAGE 
INDONESIA’S ALREADY STRAINED RELATIONS WITH SOVIETS AND 
THEREBY JEOPARDIZE CURRENT ASIAN FOREIGN MINISTERS’ 
DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVES ON BEHALF CAMBODIAN SOLUTION. I 
CAN VISUALIZE POSSIBILITIES MALIK WOULD OPPOSE SUCH AS- 
SISTANCE, MAKING HIS POSITION IN CABINET DIFFICULT IF 
NOT UNTENABLE. I DOUBT IF SUCH A DEVELOPMENT WOULD BE 
GOOD FOR INDONESIA OR FOR THE U. S. AT THIS TIME. ON 
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OTHER HAND, INDONESIANS MAY BE THINKING OF M- l S WHICH 
ARE BEING CONVERTED BY BERETTA TO FULLY AUTOMATIC NATO 
7o62* OUR UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THERE ARE 5,000 SUCH ' 

WEAPONS BEING CONVERTED, WHICH PRESUMABLY WOULD BE ENOUGH 
FOR TEN CAMBODIAN BATTALIONS. WHILE M- i S MIGHT AVOID 
THE PRQBLEM OF SOVIET AID ST IUPLAT IONS, ANY PUBLICITY WOULD 
LIKELY BE INTERPRETED AS FURTHER DEPARTURE FROM INDONE- 
SIAN NEUTRALITY, MAKING MALIK’S POLITICAL SURVIVAL AND 
EFFORTS VERY DICEY. 

4. ON LONGER RANGE PROBLEM OF U. S. ASSISTANCE TO BOL- 
STER INDONESIAN MILITARY CAPABILITIES, IT IS REASSURING 
THAT SUHARTO WAS NOT STAMPEDED BY HIS MORE EAGER 
MILITARY ADVISORS AND APPRECIATE U. S. CANNOT 

BE COMMITTED AT THIS TIME TO LARGE-SCALE MILITARY AS- 
ESISTANCE AND THEREFORE HE IS LOOKING TOWARD SOME REASSURANCE OF 
STEP-BY-STEP U. S. ASSISTANCE. OUR VIEW CONTINUES TO 
BE THAT INDONESIAN MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT IS HAVING GREAT 
DIFFICULTY ABSORBING OUR CURRENT LIMITED PROGRAM AND UN- 
LESS THERE IS SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT IN LOGISTICS AND 
MANAGEMENT, IT COULD NOT TAKE ON SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE. 

% 

5. I WAS PUZZLED BY ALAMSJAH* S URGING THAT INDONESIAN 
MILITARY NEEDS, PARTICULARLY THOSE OF AIRFORCE, BE MET 
BEFORE U.S. ELECTIONS. WAS HE SPEAKING OF NOVEMBER ’70 
ELECTIONS OR 1972? IS IS ALMOST CERTAIN IN ANY EVENT 
THAT SUHARTO WILL CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR SIZEABLE INCREASE 
IN ASSISTANCE TO INDONESIAN AIRFORCE AND BELIEVE THIS 
CAN BEST BE SATISFIED BY PHASING IN T-37S AS QUICKLY AS 
POSSIBLE WITH SOME PROMISE OF A-37S IN YEAR OR SO. 

EVEN SO, THIS WOULD NOT BE WITHOUT RISKS BECAUSE OF THE 
LIMITED SUPPORT CAPABILITIES OF INDONESIAN AIR FORCE. 

HOWEVER, BELIEVE SUCH NEW JETS WITH PROPER PROGRAMMING MIGHT 
PROVIDE IMPETUS FOR MORE SERIOUS AMD CAREFUL MAINTENANCE 
AND SUPPORT EFFORTS ON THE PART OF THE INDONESIAN AIR- 
FORCE. (INCIDENTALLY, CURRENT INFORMATION INDICATES THAT 
0-47S WHICH WE RECENTLY TURNED OVER TO GOI, ARE NOT BEING 
USED BECAUSE LACK OF BUDGETARY SUPPORT.) 

6. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY FURTHER GUIDANCE FROM WASHING- 
TON CONCERNING TERMS OF REFERENCEY OR FORTHCOMING GOI 
MILITARY MISSION SO THAT WE CAN HELP SET GOI EXPECTATIONS 
IN REALISTIC SETTING. GP-1*. 
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